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RECOVERING VAT STATED IN INVOICES WITH IMPRECISE DETAILS 

 

We wish to draw your attention to a ground-breaking judgement of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union ("CJEU") entered on 15 September 2016 (case C-516/14) in relation to the right to 

deduct VAT included in invoices with imprecise service descriptions and completion dates (see our 

Newsletter no. 45/2016). 

 

A Portuguese court for tax arbitration referred a question whether a description on an invoice which 

states ‘legal services rendered from such a date until the present date’ or ‘legal services rendered until 

the present date’ is formally sufficient under the VAT Directive to enable recovery of VAT stated in that 

invoice. Importantly, in course of the proceedings before the national authorities in Portugal, the 

company concerned provided supplementary documents (annexes to the invoices) proving that the 

substantive conditions for VAT deduction are satisfied. 

 

CJEU found in favour of the Portuguese court and Advocate General Juliane Kokott, agreeing with 

them that invoices with such descriptions as in the present case do not meet VAT Directive 

requirements as to the scope and nature of the services rendered. However, the court was not in 

agreement as to the right of deduction of VAT included in those invoices. Here, CJEU held it would be 

contrary to EU legislation and the principle of neutrality of VAT to restrict the right of deduction in 

cases such as this. CJEU also made a point of noting that the tax authorities cannot refuse the right to 

deduct VAT on the sole ground that an invoice does not satisfy formal requirements if the person 

concerned has furnished them with all the information (additional documents) to ascertain whether the 

substantive conditions for that right are satisfied. 

 

CJEU's judgement is in line with the current position of the Polish Finance Minister and administrative 

courts to the effect that the right of deduction in relation to an invoice with imprecise details or minor 

mistakes is retained as long as the invoice discloses the true course of the transaction as well as its 

subject-matter and parties. 

 

If this issue pertains to your business and you are interested in our assistance, please contact your 

WTS&SAJA consultant or our office. 
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This Newsletter provides general information and is designed to keep you up-to-date with changes in tax law, tax rulings and 

interpretations, case law development and interesting commentaries. 

Doradztwo Podatkowe WTS&SAJA shall not be held legally liable for any acts or omissions that follow from the contents hereof. 


