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“TRANSACTION” AND “ONE-OFF TRANSACTION VALUE” UNDER NEW LAW 

 

We wish to draw your attention to how the government has answered parliamentary question no. 9279 

dated 8.02.2017 (DD6.054.5.2017) relating to issues with the definition of cash payment thresholds in 

the amended freedom of business legislation and the amended income tax legislation. The question 

was answered by the Undersecretary of State with the Ministry of Finance, acting on authority of the 

Minister for Finance and Development ("MFD"). 

 

In accordance with the PIT Act and CIT Act in force as of 1 January 2017, with respect to a transaction 

whose one-off transaction value is more than PLN 15,000, if a taxpayer makes a payment in respect of 

the transaction otherwise than through his bank account, he will not be entitled to recognise such 

expense as his tax-deductible cost to the extent the payment was so made otherwise than through his 

bank account. 

 

MFD's response has this to say: "a transaction should be understood to mean a legal transaction 

(contract) made in connection with the parties' business, such that at least one payment is made to 

give effect to the transaction." It was also emphasised that there may be situations whereby one 

transaction involves multiple money transfers over a course of several years (e.g. for staged contracts 

such as implementation contracts or construction works contracts). 

 

In consequence, "one-off transaction value" should be taken to mean the overall amount 

receivable/payable as specified in the contract. The "one-off" aspect, therefore, does not refer to the 

number of payments, instead it is a reference to all the payments under one contractual relationship.  

 

In addition, the authorities explain that where a continuous services contract without a fixed term does 

not specify the total value of the transaction, one-off transaction value should be considered to refer to 

each period of account for which the service fee is due. 

 

One practical consequence is that a contract such as a leasing contract or a delivery schedule 

should be treated as a single transaction so that the PLN 15K threshold will refer to all the 

payments under a single contract of this type, not to a single payment. On the other hand, for 

continuous or regular services contracts, such as client accounting contracts, without a fixed 

term, the threshold will refer to each period of account for which the fee is payable. 

 

If this issue pertains to your business and you are interested in our assistance, please contact your 

WTS&SAJA consultant or our office. 
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This Newsletter provides general information and is designed to keep you up-to-date with changes in tax law, tax rulings and 
interpretations, case law development and interesting commentaries. 
Doradztwo Podatkowe WTS&SAJA shall not be held legally liable for any acts or omissions that follow from the contents hereof. 


